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Acting Headteaher’s Message

Hello
What a lovely week it has been for us all in school; we have equally enjoyed the lovely sunny weather too.

On Monday we had our wellbeing support coach Matt Messias in school. He delivered an assembly about being
respectful and showing integrity. Matt talked about the impact on ourselves and others when we are not respectful
and we lack integrity; this can continue to impact us as we get older. He also talked about how infectious a smile can
be and we are pleased to see so many more children smiling. Matt especially works with our Year 6
children to support them to develop resilience in preparation for secondary school and future life.
ke He also met with our current Year 6 wellbeing ambassadors who have had a really positive impact in
supporting children at break times and we are working with Matt to develop and expand the
beneficial effect that peer to peer support can have.

Also on Monday, local author, Tony Bower, led creative writing sessions with the KS1 children centered around the
Easter story. It was a fantastic experience for the children to explore their creativity, express their ideas, and learn
how to bring events to life through writing. Tony also worked with our Year 5 children writing poems about the
Easter story too from the perspective of an object e.g. cross, nail, boulder; this is not an easy task to achieve. The
day was enjoyed by all.

World Book Day was a super celebration of books yesterday. There were numerous reading related activities
throughout the day for the children to enjoy. This included a fun assembly, in which it was great to hear children
and staff talk about their experiences of reading and the books that really got them hooked

into reading for pleasure. The children were really excited to talk about reading and their &’”
. . . . . . . gS’ WORLD
book related outfits. Having the whole school in the hall in their costumes, including staff, BOOK )gé’
. . . B . DAY &7
was absolutely stunning. There were too many different characters/costumes to count; *MW
A= T *

thank you for your support of this lovely day.
| hope you have a lovely weekend.

Helen Stephenson

Can you help? ]1]_5

H

We are really keen to appoint further Midday Supervisory Assistants (MSAs) to support the children to
enjoy a positive lunchtime experience. It can be difficult to recruit to this role, we think due to the
hours of work being in the middle of the day. However, it is such a rewarding and enjoyable role,
engaging with and supporting the children. Our current team of MSAs would be very supportive
towards any new MSAs and training would also be provided. Whilst we would love to find new MSAs
who can fulfil the role 5 days each week, we are also very open to whatever working pattern would
work for the right candidates. Please can | ask you to consider who you may be able to spread the
word to that we are looking to recruit to this MSA role? Anyone interested in joining our school team
as an MSA can view the application pack on our website and/or collect one from the school office,
along with an application form. Thank you for your help with this.



http://yourwebsite.com
https://www.ralphbutterfieldprimary.co.uk/about-us/vacancies/

Friday 21° March

\}
It will be Red Nose Day on Friday 21* March and we are having a non-uniform day to " ED
show our support. The theme for this year’s Red Nose Day is supporting those in need lY\
during the current living crisis, focusing on issues like lack of food and homelessness. N

We are asking children to ‘Do Something Funny for Money’; this could be by wearing
red from head to toe, wearing their brightest socks or wearing something that makes them smile.

Your child/ren may choose to wear a fun, wearable Red Nose in support of Comic Relief. Please can we ask
you to prepare your child by making sure that, should they choose to have one, they remember to arrive at
school with their Red Nose that morning? Thank you for also explaining that we will not be able to identify/
find Red Noses if lost or misplaced. Thank you.

If you would like to make a voluntary donation, you will be able to do so via ParentPay, during w/c 11th
March or via Just Giving. Thank you for your support and we look forward to seeing everyone smile

PTA News

e BIG RB EASTER RAFFLE!

PLANNED TO GO LIVE ON MONDAY 10™ MARCH - with our star prize being £150 of Amazon
vouchers! Plus many more fab prizes including hampers, family days out, gift vouchers and
tickets.

We have had wonderful local support from some awesome Haxby and Wiggington businesses! More information
and link to buy tickets to follow. £1 a ticket.

o DATES FOR THE DIARY!

Please note correction on the date for the Outdoor Sumer Disco.

Event Date Timing/Other Info

Gifts available (priced £1, £2, £3, £4 or £5) for

Mother’s Day Secret Room | Friday 28" March children to buy during a timeslot within the
school day.

PIannedthfor tickets available | o 5ti0ns gratefully received.
Easter Raffle from 10" March, with the )
draw date of 28" March. More info to follow.

Break the Rules Day Friday 2™ May 50p donation in exchange for any rule
broken.

Outdoor Summer DISCO *Thursday 22" May* More info to follow.
Curry & Quiz at The Parvin, York Road.

Parvin Quiz Night Monday 2" June y . Q
More info to follow.
Gifts available (priced £1, £2, £3, £4 or £5) for

Father’s Day Secret Room | Friday 13" June children to buy during a timeslot during the
school day.
For this we will request donations for the

Non-uniform Day Friday 27" June Summer Fair (chocolate or bottles of alcohol)
for prizes.

SUMMER FAIR! Friday ath July More info to follow but usually 5.30pm until

8pm.



https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/rnd25-ralph-butterfield-primary-school?utm_medium=FR&utm_source=CL

Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS)

This week has been ‘The Gingerbread Man' week.

The children have enjoyed exploring the story of The Gingerbread
Man and variations of this story, The Runaway Chapatti and The
Runaway Pizza. The children have enjoyed reading and comparing
the stories. They have also acted out the story with characters.

Additional learning opportunities, based on these books, have included baking our own
gingerbread men, creating a gingerbread man face by cutting and sticking, and creating a
story map of the story, The Gingerbread Man.

Our phonics lessons this week have consolidated the teaching of ‘air’ and
‘er’. We have practised reading and writing words with these phonemes and
also practised reading words which have digraphs (two letters that make one
sound) with double letters, for example, rr, gg, bb and dd. Some of the words
read this week include rubber, shimmer and digger. To practise these phonemes at home,
please refer to the phonics homework activity.

In maths this week, we have compared numbers within 10. This included picking
up two handfuls of counters, counting them out onto a tens frame and then
comparing which tens frame had more/fewer counters. The children have also
continued to learn about the numbers 9 and 10 and practised writing them.

Hello As the weather has been fine (on some days) this week, the children have greatly
Sunshine!
" enjoyed exploring the provision in our outdoor classroom. Some activities have
included, building with the large construction equipment, acting out stories and

practising gross motor skills in the physical development area.

On Thursday, the children really enjoyed celebrating World Book Day. The HAPPY
day started with a whole school assembly. Then the children took part in @ WORLD-BOOK DAY
range of reading based activities throughout the day. These included, a ﬁl! l’j'

fraditional tales character hunt, reading with the Year 5 and 6 children,

learning how to draw a gingerbread man and the day ended with a traditional tales story
marathon. It was also great to chat about the costumes that children had chosen to wear for
the day.

Reminder
Next week, Class 1 will be visiting Haxby library to change their books. Please remember to put
the books and the library card in your child’s book bag. Thank you.

Thank you for returning reading books on Mondays (weekly).

Please do speak to us if you have any questions or concerns.

Mrs Robinson, Mrs Greenwood and the Reception team



https://www.ralphbutterfieldprimary.co.uk/classes/reception-class-1-and-2/

Key Stage 1 (Years 1 & 2)
WORLD

It was a particularly exciting week this week, with World Book Day bringing lots of BOOK
fun and encouraging a love of reading. It was so lovely to see all the amazing, DAY
colourful costumes that the teachers (and staff) wore to school. We were very

excited to be able to take part in a special online "Footy and Booky" webinar on

Zoom. There were lots of famous faces to spot; players from men’'s and women's

teams across the country. Then there was a quiz with questions about books and football and maybe
even both at the same time. We managed to score 14 points! After that, the whole of Key Stage 1
came together as a group to show off our costumes and have more World Book Day fun with quizzes
and activities. We also joined together with children from Years 3 and 4 to read and share stories.
After World Book Day, we wrote recounts about the fun we had and described our costumes. It was
a wonderful event and really created a buzz around reading, inspiring lots of us to pick up a book and
let our minds go on an adventurel

It wasn't just books that got us excited this week though. We have
loved our art topic about printing too. Last week, we experimented

Paint 1t Print 1

V77 | U | withdifferent materials dipped in paint to see what interesting
3} ‘ ,/ @__ “# | shapes and patterns they produced when pressed on paper. This
B week, we used that knowledge to create our own printing tiles. We
took a square of stout card and cut lengths of string, which we
twisted and curled into a design. Carefully, these were rolled or

. dipped into pain and then pressed onto paper to create a printed
pattern. Because the title was used over and over again, the result was a repeated pattern. We had
so much fun doing it and our artwork was amazing at the end.

In computing, we have been looking at pictograms. We _, o
learned about data and what it meant, thinking about the

different sorts of information and the questions that it .

could answer. We thought about how data could be | § § §
collected and the easiest and most efficient ways o present ' 8 & O o 0
it. A pictogram is like a block graph, using pictures to 8 6 6 8 .8 6
represent the information visually. We made a practical pictogram to answer the question of what
our favourite fruit was. We then used this data to make pictograms on the computer. After that,
we conducted our own data collection investigations and made our own pictograms to show what we
found out.

Well done Key Stage 1. It is always such a delight to be with you on your learning adventure.
Mrs Atkinson, Miss Tattersley, Miss Griffiths & Mr Merrall



https://www.ralphbutterfieldprimary.co.uk/classes/key-stage-1-class-3-4-and-5/

ower Key Stage 2 (Years 3 & 4

What Is a Drug? In PSHE, the children built upon what they had learnt last week
: —— about 'drugs’ common to everyday life such as cigarettes, vaping,
- alcohol and medicines. They started by looking at the impact some
= these can have on our health and wellbeing. For example, they
discovered that caffeine, contained in many energy drinks, can
. make your heart beat much faster and give you a headache. They
also learnt that is illegal to buy alcohol if you are under 18 years

~ of age. Next, the children discussed the terms addiction and habit
and the dnffer'ences between the two. To support our debating skills, specifically listening
respectfully and valuing the opinions of others, we spoke about whether video games could be
considered just as dangerous as some other common drugs because people can become addicted
to them.

In mathematics this week, all three classes have begun learning

about fractions. At the beginning of the week, they were asked Mt
to identify the denominators of unit fractions and then the / How many equal partsdo you have?
numerators of non-unit fractions within a variety of contexts.

The children then explored the concept of the ‘whole’. They @y 4\99"0'“"“1‘0'
learnt that when the numerator is less than the denominator e s
the fraction is less than a whole but when the numerator and

denominator are the same the fraction is equal to one whole. Finally, the children were set the
challenge of comparing and ordering unit fractions. Well done to everyone for their positivity
and resilience in maths this week!

In science on Tuesday, to celebrate Mars Day, we took part in an
interactive livestream show called 'To the Moon and Mars.' The
children were part of a virtual space mission to the moon called
Artemis. The children learnt about space travel, what it is like to be
= an astronaut and even got to vote on their choice of rocket to blast
" our astronauts into space. Once our astronauts landed safely on the
south pole of the moon, the children had one more important
decision to make - who would step out on to the moon's surface first? Would it be Rosemary
Coogan, who would become the first woman on the moon? John McFall, who would become the
first doctor and olympic medallist on the moon or would they vote for Lunar the dog! Let's just
say it was one small step for Lunar, one giant leap for mankind!"

Please do come and speak to us if you have any questions, queries or would like to share any news
with us.
We hope that you have a wonderful weekend.

Mr Daniel, Miss Clapham and Mr Povey



https://www.ralphbutterfieldprimary.co.uk/classes/key-stage-1-class-3-4-and-5/

Upper Key Stage 2 (Years 5 & 6)

In our English lessons this week, we have started a narrative
unit based on a short film called The Wishgranter. In this
short animation, we find out that beneath each wishing well
lives a small creature - a mythical granter of wishes. This
Wishgranter is quite apathetic but when a wish for love
becomes stuck in the well mechanism, then the Wishgranter
springs into action. Although not everything goes to plan, all is well in the end! In order to
engage the reader, within our writing we need to include description, action and dialogue. We
have started our written work by consolidating our use of direct speech and sentence openers.

As part of our RE lessons, we began our exploration of charity,
art and faith. In this unit, we will reflect upon the importance
" of art and architecture in religion whilst also considering why
- some believers see generosity and charity as more important
than buildings and art. Over the coming weeks, we will look at
the art and architecture of different faiths.

shutterstock com - 243551644

The Year 6 pupils welcomed Mr Messias, who is working with them, to guide them

\Ibej,
in how to be more resilient and develop a positive growth mindset. This ‘“}QQ
experience will be valuable as the year progresses and we move towards v\/-\)
secondary school. We have additional sessions planned, which we hope will \}‘7\f
support the year group with their learning, over the coming months and later life. V/bb‘a‘;aé‘

The Wellbeing Ambassadors continued their training with Matt Messias. They
discussed what their role involves, which adults they can approach for support, scenarios they
may encounter and discussed ways in which they could support individuals most effectively.

We would like to remind the Year 5s, who are taking part in Bikeability training this half-term,
that it is on Thursday 13™ and Friday 14™.

Class 10 would like to thank their parents, carers and siblings for their support whilst they
performed their assembly.

As always, if you have any concerns please do not hesitate to come and speak to us.

Mr Bennett, Mr Carpenter, Mrs Fitzpatrick and Mr Tod



https://www.ralphbutterfieldprimary.co.uk/classes/upper-key-stage-2/

TAXFREE CHILDCARE VOUCHER'S
ACCEPTED - SAVING YOU A FURTHER
~ 20%!

= Y THE
FLEXIBLE BOOKING - BOOK ONL
DAYS YOU NEED EACH WEEK !

REFER A FRIEND SCHEME
- SAVE £20 EACH!
_ SEE ONLINE - IT’S SUPER EASY !

2..TOTALSPORTS

totalsports

THE REGION’S NO. 1 HOLIDAY CLUBS

DID YOU KNOW

ALSO TEACH IN

OVER 4O PRI

MARY

ING TERM TIME ?!

This Week's Attendance

Whole School:
96.9%

Thank you for supporting your child to attend school as much as possible.

Going to school every day
can help your child experience
new things.

For more information on schoal absence inYork visit:

www.york.gov.uk/School Attendance

SCHOOLS DUR
\ CRAFTY \ SPORTY[

Parent
Carer

Forum
York

Coffee Mornings

Monday 24 March 2025
@ 10.30am - 12.00pm
YHA Clifton

Meet other parents and carers who share
your lived experience. Swap tips, offload, get
updates or share without judgement.

The first hot drink is on us as a thank you for
allowing us to use your experience to inform
our work with education, health and social
care on parent carer voice.

We'll be easy to recognise with the table top
sign. All are very welcome but if it's your first
time and you would like to meet someone
first, email Mary: connect@pcfyork.co.uk

o
\&)Open Forum Event
Thursday 20 March 2025
@ Mam - 13:00pm
New Earswick Folk Hall
Join PCF York for an Open Forum event to
hear news of workstreams we have been

involved in this year and help us identify our
priorities for the future.

A complimentary lunch of sandwiches and
scones with cream will be provided.

Tickets available here: even'l'br“'e

Book early to secure your place!

© o

LETTER

B4 connect@pefyork.co.uk

Get Involved

As a Parent Carer M

® _ York SEND
o’ Local Offer
Early Help Short Breaks

Do you have a child or young person who has
a disability that offects their occess to
community octivities? You can learm more
about the Early Halp Short Breoks offer on the
SEND Local Offer page. The next round of
applications for Early Help Short Breaks opens
from Tuesday lst April to Wednesday 30th April
2025.

Please get in touch with
earlyhelpshortbreaks@york.gov.uk for any
quearies.

P

PCF York is looking for parent carers who
would like to use their experience and
expertise to ensure that parent carer
voices in York are represented at specific
planning meetings. The representative’s
aims will be to ensure that the forurn’s
views inform meetings and that lived
experience of parent carers is fed into
decision making.

Meetings may be in person or remote
and you will be reimbursed for parking,
travel and,l’or childcare costs.

find out more please ﬂ
email Mary:

connect@pcfyork.co.uk to

arrange an informal chat.

If you have some time to
spare and would like to

Carers Survey INHS'

York and Scarborough
Teaching Hospitals
NHS Foundation Trust
York Scarborough Teaching Hospitals NHS FT
are looking for survey participants to help
inform their care improvement plan. Please
complete the survey by scanning or clicking
on the QR code below, or by emailing

yhs-trpatientedi@nhs.nat
The survey closes on llith April 2025.

$ YORK

LETTER

<] Connect@pcfyork.co.uk

Listening Event
YORK
sendiass

Tuesday Tith March 2025

€:30 pm - 7:30 pm

Online
Please join us online for this informal
listening event with York SENDIASS which
will cover Education Health Care Plans,
information giving, feedback and a Q
and A session.

Email Mary ot connect@pcfyorkcouk
for the meeting link.

Hospital Doors
Theatre Performance

12-15 March 2025
Evening and Matinee Performances
Theatre@41

TICKETS AND INFO HERE.

JOIN THE PCF YORK FACEBOOK GROUP




