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Acting Headteacher’s Message

Anti-Bullying Week - Using Our Power for Good

Monday’s assembly introduced this year’s Anti-Bullying Week, Monday 10" to PoﬂER
Friday 14™ November. We revisited the definition of bullying, which is the FOR
repetitive, intentional hurting of one person or group by another, where there is an I GOO D <

imbalance of power. We also reinforced that bullying is not a one-off disagreement #ANTIBULLYINGWEEK
or a falling out that took place many months ago.

The children explored the different forms bullying can take and how it can happen both face to face and
online. We also shared the story “Troll Stinks” to help them consider the impact of unkind behaviour
when using phones, messages and the internet.

- Throughout the week, classes took part in activities that encouraged kindness, standing
O@‘ up for others and speaking out if something didn’t feel right. We continued to remind the
children that if they are ever worried about bullying, they can talk to Mrs Stephenson, Mrs
Robinson or any trusted adult in school.

Odd Socks

There was also a whole-school Anti-Bullying Week challenge, encouraging every child to take at least one
positive action to make someone else feel included, valued or supported.

Thank you, as always, for your support in reinforcing these messages at home and for helping us ensure
that our school remains a safe, welcoming and respectful place for all our children.

Yr1/2, Yr 3/4 and Yr 5/6 Open Classroom Events

Our open classroom events were a real success this week. The children were thrilled to welcome parents
and carers into their classrooms (Years 1/2 in the hall) and took great pride in sharing their work. It was
wonderful to see their excitement as they talked confidently about what they have been learning and to
watch families enjoy the chance to celebrate their achievements together. Thank you to everyone who
was able to attend and support the children, and we also acknowledge that it isn’t possible for all families
to attend for many different reasons.

Remembrance

Our children showed such thoughtfulness and respect during Tuesday’s act of
remembrance. They gathered together on the playground at 11am to observe a
two-minute silence, demonstrating real maturity and understanding. It was a calm
and meaningful moment for our school community, and the children should feel
incredibly proud of how they conducted themselves.

Open evening for prospective parents/carers

On Tuesday 25" November, we are holding our second open evening for prospective parents/carers with
children starting school in September 2026. If you know anyone, who was unable to attend our earlier
open evening, please share the date. Thank you.

| hope that you can have an enjoyable weekend.

Best wishes
Helen Stephenson
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/\ Not going_to school every

day can make it more likely for

Whole School: your child to get involved in
96.0%

crime or antisocial behaviour.

For more information on school absence in York visit:
www.york.gov.uk/SchoolAttendance

Community Visit

On Friday morning, the children of Class 8 spent a wonderful
hour, full of fun and laughter, with the residents of Haxby Hall
Residential Care Home. They spent this special time chatting to
the residents, sharing stories with them, showcasing some of
. their work they have been learning about back in the classroom
and sharing some of our favourite songs and movement break

" the actions to our songs 'Amazing Egyptians’, ‘Superman’ and
‘Music Man'l The children lit up the room with their energy, positivity and infectious
enthusiasm which in turn brought a smile to the residents faces and really helped to
brighten up their day. Not only this, but it has helped the children to develop empathy,
self-confidence, communication skills and a deeper understanding of the community in which
many of them live. They began as strangers and left as friends, a truly magical thing to
witness! Over the course of this academic year, every class in the school will be given to
opportunity to visit Haxby Hall and spend time with the residents. This important and
valuable community link is at the heart of our school core value of 'respect for others’ and
provides a wonderful opportunity to encourage meaningful connections between generations.
You will be notified by text when it is your child's class turn to visit and please take a
moment to ask your child all about their experience. Please come and speak to me if you
have any questions or comments to make about this community project.

Mr Daniel




Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS)

This week, we have continued to explore our theme, ‘Let’s Celebrate’. The
children have respectfully learnt about Remembrance Day and Odd Socks
Day where they found out about the significance of both special times. The
children created their own poppies using printing and loose parts. They also
enjoyed wearing their odd socks and finding out about anti-bullying through
stories and songs.

As part of our work on understanding the world, we have also explored the oy
work of charities, focusing specifically on Children in Need. We have learnt ﬁ
the meaning of the words, donation, money, charity and Pudsey! Some of

our areas of provision have also provided children with the opportunity to

further develop their learning with Pudsey Bear. In the maths areaq, they

have ordered Pudsey bears and counted sets of objects to match Pudsey’s

number. In the fine motor area, children have threaded around Pudsey’s face and in the
creative areq, they have coloured, cut and stuck together their own Pudsey.

In phonics, it is fantastic to see the enthusiasm for learning that our children display. They
continue to be excited, on a daily basis, when we learn new phonemes. We are also so
pleased with how the children are retaining and using the GPCs learnt so far in their reading
and writing! We have learnt four new phonemes this week; v, w, x and y and new ftricky
words.

In maths this week, the children have continued to explore their

l understanding of number with a focus on the number 4 and 5. They
9 ] 9“‘5’ have experimented with addition skills by finding different ways that

ll these numbers can be made. We have enjoyed singing many counting
songs which both count on 1T more and count back with 1 less.

Reminder

Over these last two weeks, the children have enjoyed their first visit to Haxby Explore library. If
your child wasn't able to take out books during this first visit, speak to your child’s class
teacher. Next week, Class 2 will be visiting Haxby library to change their books. Please
remember to put the books (to return) and the library card in your child’s book bag.

Thank you.

( .\ Y 2. ..'3
Thank you for your continued support. EY F
Mrs Robinson, Mrs Daniel, Mrs Greenwood and the

Reception team “1 ’



https://www.ralphbutterfieldprimary.co.uk/classes/reception-class-1-and-2/

Key Stage 1 (Years 1 & 2)

As always, the children in Key Stage 1 have been shining brightly as they have taken part in some fabulous
learning. Continuing our work on habitats, especially polar regions, we have
been learning all about polar bears. We learned all sorts of fascinating facts
about them. For example:

o Did you know that polar bears are the largest land predator in the world?

e Did you know that their fur is not white but see-through? It only looks
white because it reflects the snow.

e Did you know that polar bears overheat when they run, despite the cold C AT -;3\ .,..k‘ P
air temperature?

We watched some videos and read fact files to learn about them and then wrote information texts.

We learned the features of non-fiction writing, such as factual writing, technical vocabulary, the use of
subheadings and grouping our facts into paragraphs. We then used these to write fantastic, fascinating
reports.

W From one habitat to another, from a large creature to a small one: in science this week we
. conducted a practical investigation to see what conditions woodlice prefer. For this
= experiment, we divided a tray into four sections, with each section having a different

! condition. One quarter of the tray was dark and damp, another dark and dry, another light
 and damp and the last one light and dry. We collected live woodlice and put them in the

<R tray to see which of the four sections they would go to. Afterwards, they were all released

without harm back into the wild. It turned out that they preferred the dark and damp conditions because this
mimicked their natural habitat. They will be loving this week’s dark and damp weather then!

In Key Stage 1, we have been lucky to have enjoyed PE sessions led by Mrs Topliss from Real PE. She is
working with us this half term to work on dance and movement skills. We have

experimented with different ways of moving and the path that we can make on \-/ “ &
the ground. We experimented with moving in straight lines, zig-zags, curves and real My ;
spirals. We also made different standing shapes, ground shapes and thought \Jfo\-:"b'“ e

about movements between them. We have done this both individually and with

a partner, thinking about creative ways we can mirror each other’s movements

or do the opposite to them. It has been great fun and we showed some amazing creativity and presentation in
our shapes.

Please can we remind all parents/carers that their children need an indoor and outdoor P.E kit in school at all
times. The indoor kit consists of a plain white T-shirt, shorts and plimsols, whereas the outdoor kit has warm
PE trousers, a plain white T-shirt, a sleeved top and trainers. If children wear earrings, they also need to be
provided with their own tape to cover them up. Please ensure that all items of clothing are named, including
shoes. We would also like to remind the families of the children in Class 3 that on Friday 21* November they
will be performing their class assembly. This is a special presentation of the work and learning that they have
been doing so far this year. It will start at 2:55pm and it would be great to see as many of you there as
possible. We can’t wait!

Well done everyone. It was lovely to see you all back in school and we are proud of what a great start you
have made to this half term.

Mrs Atkinson, Miss Tattersley & Mr Merrall



https://www.ralphbutterfieldprimary.co.uk/classes/key-stage-1-class-3-4-and-5/

Lower Key Stage 2 (Years 3 & 4)

On Monday, we were delighted fo welcome parents, carers and
grandparents fo our open classroom event, where the children proudl
showcased their learning about the Ancient Egyptians. The pupils were full
of excitement as they shared their knowledge of this fascinating period of
h:‘s‘ror'y and involved their guests in some of their favourite activities from
the topic.
In ‘rhephall, the children had a splashing time testing out their g
shadufs, which they had carefully planned, made and evaluated |
during their Design and Technology lessons. Alongside this, it was wonderful to see |
so many adults taking on the chanenge of building their very own pyramids using
sugar cubes!

= Back in the classroom, the children proudly displayed their clay
> carfouches and expertly taught their adults all about hieroglyphics,
. =~ even helping them fo write their own names on cartouches and crack the secret
@ message (The Valley of the Kings). Adults, we were very impressed with your
artistic skills!
It was fantastic to see so many of you join us for this special event. Thank you for
coming and we hope you enjoyed it as much as we did!

This week has been Anti-Bullying Week, with this year's theme being ‘Power

for Good'. To start the week, on Monday, children and adults came to school & : 2
wearing odd socks and the children designed their own odd socks as a «~ /{; 3 ' 4
reminder that each and every one of us is unique and special in our own way. '

Throughout the week, each Lower Key Stage 2 class fook part in the
BBC Anti-Bullying online lesson and completed an accompanying
activity booklet. Through this, the children explored their own
unique powers such as courage, kindness and speaking up for
themselves and others. They also discussed different scenarios and
decided whether statements about bullying were true or myths. To
YN AR i31 & finish the session, each child created their own anti-bullying pledge,
designing it proudly on a badge to represent their commitment to
using their Power for Good. The children engaged brilliantly with the online lesson and activities,
showing an excellent understanding of how small actions can make a big difference.

Our computing topic this half term is 2Email. This week, the children have been
thinking about methods of communication and discussed the advantages and
disadvantages of each. They then recorded their ideas on a mind map using
2Connect in Purple Mash. Throughout this topic, the children will learn how to use
their email safely, open and respond fo messages, use their address book and
attach documents. 2Email

Please do come and speak with us if you have any queries, questions or would like to share any
news with us.

We hope that you have a lovely weekend.
Mr Daniel, Mr Carpenter, and Miss Clapham



https://www.ralphbutterfieldprimary.co.uk/classes/key-stage-1-class-3-4-and-5/

Upper Key Stage 2 (Years 5 & 6)
Year 5 and 6

This week, as part of our RE lessons, we have been learning about
Christian churches and how they differ from one another. We compared
the aspects of an Anglican Church and Baptist Church by using clues to
label a floor plan; this included identifying a location for a font, altar,
baptism pool, raised platform and other features. We then read a
description of the features found in these different churches to

g identity which church was Anglican and which was Baptist.

In our history lessons this week, we have been learning about what life
was like for children who lived and worked in factories and workhouses
during the Industrial Revolution. Children often had to work long hours
doing tiring and unpleasant jobs such as cleaning, sewing or picking apart
old rope to make new materials. They were given very little to eat and
the food they did receive was of poor quality and basic—often just
porridge or bread. The conditions were strict, and any small mistake
could lead to severe punishment. Following this, we read through a range
of different historical accounts of children's life in the factories. We then debated the
potential bias of these statements and how they could be viewed by Parliament in their decision
making prior to the infroduction of the 1833 Factories Act.

As part of our English lessons, we have been writing diaries. In order
to ensure that we can write in a diary style, we have looked at a
variety of examples and discussed the necessary features:
chronological order, colloquial language, writing in the first person,
fronted adverbials and the inclusion of personal reflection and/or
feelings. We then collated notes about our residential to Robinwood
(Year 6 children), or our experience of a fair and firework display
(Year 5 children). We then converted these notes into high quality
sentences using a variety of features leant so far, in preparation for
our own diary entry.

Please contact us or speak to us directly if you have any news to share, questions or concerns.
Mrs Aspery, Mr Bennett and Mr Tod



https://www.ralphbutterfieldprimary.co.uk/classes/upper-key-stage-2/

TOGETHERNESS

Understanding your own
adolescence

Emotional health in teenagers explained

For teens and preteens:
Understand your adolescent brain development and
what to do with it

Private wellbeing pathways for teens online. Wherever and
whenever you need it

Free for you with the access code: RAISE

togetherness.co.uk/learn From understanding to thriving: for everyone.

TOGETHERNESS

For healthier relationships
and happier lives

Your online learning journey to emotional
resilience for the every day

Proven to make a difference for emotional wellbeing.

For your parenting and important relationships

Free for you with the access code: RAISE
togetherness.co.uk/learn From understanding to thriving: for everyone.

TOGETHERNESS

Understanding your
teenager’s brain

Grow emotional resilience in adolescence.
Together.

* Learn about the impact of adolescent brain development
« Find ideas for connecting, talking and problem solving together
« Build confidence in having conversations that care for mental wellbeing

Free for you with the access code: RAISE

togetherness.co.uk/learn From understanding to thriving: for everyone.



TOGETHERNESS NHS|

Understanding your child:
from toddler to teenager
For confident, resilient, emotionally intelligent children
Online learning proven to make a difference for families.

Helping you understand more about child behaviour, big
feelings and build your confidence in parenting

Free for you with the access code: RAISE

togetherness.co.uk/learn From understanding to thriving: for everyone.

TOGETHERNESS

Understanding your child
with additional needs

Building emotional health together for you and
your unique child.

An online learning pathway to help you and your
child thrive.

Free for you with the access code: RAISE

togetherness.co.uk/learn From understanding to thriving: for everyone.



® SEND CENTRAL

§ , York SEND
v Local Offer

NOVEMBER 2025 INFORMATION SESSIONS AT SEND CENTRAL IN

COLLABORATION WITH YORK PARENT CARER FORUM

Manday 3 Movember lpm- 2pm - Barriers to School Attendance
An information sessien led by the Educational Peychology Team areund understanding barriers
to school attendance and how to suppert your child or yourg person when they are

experiendng signdicant barriers to school ergagement.

Eriday 14% November |pm- 2pm- Welfare Rights- knowing what you may be
itled farnily whe b hild with SEND
Apinformation sessian araund the benefits that are available to families whao have chikdren and
yourg people with SEMD, a general cverview to make sure you know what you should and
could ke acceserg and if thers are gaps the appartunity to bock in far a follow up apportment
that is persenalised arcund claiming any benefits yau may be missing,

Eriday 21" Movember lpm =2 pm- Elective Home Education

Aninformation session led by our Local Autharity School Attendance Lead and a SEMD

navigator from the Farent Carer Farum arcund Elective Home Education.

Monday 24% November | pm- 2pm- ADHD a Guide for Parents
Annformation Session led by CAMHS that looks at what ADHD ks There will be a focus on
locking after yoursell, practical tips for bedping at home and supperting your child’s sducational
development, general tips for supperting at school,
Understanding sleep and ADHD, vps and hints.
There will also be a consideration of the referral and assessment process and what comes resxt,

e Raise York

2% Delivered
i it
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® SEND CENTRAL

@ , York SEND
v Local Offer

® SEND CENTRAL

@ , York SEND
o’ LocalOffer

WELLBEING IN MIND WORKSHOPS AT SEND CENTRAL FOR CHILDREN DECEMBER 2025 INFORMATION SESSIONS AT SEND CENTRAL IN
AND YOUNG PEOPLE WITH THEIR PARENTS OR CARERS WHO ARE COLLABORATION WITH YORK PARENT CARER FORUM- NO NEED TO
ELECTIVELY HOME EDUCATED AT SEND CENTRAL- NO NEED TO BOOK

JUST COME ALONG

BOOK JUST COME ALONG

Wednesday 3" December | pm- 2pm = Supporting your Meurodivergent Child
24th November 2025 Sensory differences workshop llam- 11.45pm_ through the Festive Period.
This workshop will be run by the wellbeing in mind tearn and is for parents/carers to attend with
their childrendyoung people. It will be an informal opportunity to explore sensory differences

An information session led by the Autism Specalist Teaching Team around how to best to
and strategies to support sensory needs. The workshop will run for 45 minutes. Teas, coffee, soft

support your child through the festve peried when Iife and routines may ook very different
drinks, and biscuits available,

over the festve perad.

FEriday 12 December 2025 |pm- 2pm = an Information Session about Post 16
Education and Employment Pathways
e City of York Counal Skills Team will offer an infarmation session on support and pathways
that may be available for young people Post 16 in York The session will include informaton
normalise big feelings and consider strategies to help regulate in the moment. Teas, coffee, soft
drinks, and biscuits available,

ifying and responding to big feelings | lam-11.45
This workshop will be run by the Wellbeing in Mind Team and is for parents/carers to attend
with their childrenfyoung people. This workshop will provide opportunity to explore and

about the Specalist Learning and Emnplayment Advisor Team (SLEAT) and the support they
might be able to offer, as well as informaton about Post-| & employment: pathways such as
Supported Internships.

All held at SEND CENTRAL, Children’s Centre on the site of Clifton Green Primary School,

Monday |5 December |pm-2pm Understanding local support for children and
Water Lane York YO30 &)A Tel 01904 555076 Email: SENDCENTRAL@yorkgov.uk

young people with Sensory Processing Differences:

An informal session describing local provison for sensory possessing differences and the Lets
Make Sense Together resources. Led by Jayne Young, Futh Ayres and Emilie Meynell fram
Children’s Therapy Services, York and Scarborough Teaching Hospitals,

All held at SEMD CENTRAL, Children's Centre an the site of Clifton Green Primary School
Water Lane York YO30 /A Tel: 01904 555076 Email: SENDCENTRALfyork govuk

Raise York

Famly Hub i

iy Raise York
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BOOTHAM
SCHOOL

FREE

ACADEMIC MASTERCLASSES
FOR STUDENTS IN YEARS 5 & 6

TUESDAY 25TH
NOVEMBER
16:15 TO 18:00

CHOOSE FROM:

* Maths: To Infinity and Beyond 07 (O
R ~ information and to
e Creative Heroes (creative book visit
writing) h ://www.trybook

ing.com/uk/events/la

nding/76168?embed

* Game Developing Superpowers

* Drawing Daydreams (Art)

* Psychology; Your magical mind

* Peacejam: Inside the Prime
Minister’s briefcase...

Plus the option for parents to

have a tour of the school and '
meet the LeaderShip feam: _

@ , York SEND
Local Offer

SEND
CENTRAL

Check out York’s new hub for children
and young people with Special Educational
Needs and Disabilities (SEND) and their families.

Pop in for information, advice and more! You do not
need to have an Education Health and Care Plan.

Find us at

SEND CENTRAL, Clifton Children’s Centre,
Clifron Green Primary School, Kingsway
North, Clifton, YO30 6JA

Or find out more about support for children
and young people with SEND in York at
www.yorksend.org

=

YORK

coNe L

UL/ =
supported by:  5@¢ Raise York
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" JOIN US AT
2?&3%?3 e ARCHBISHOP
5-1

CHRISTMAS
g HOLIDAY CLUBS

OPEN MONDAY 22"° & TUESDAY 23%° ozcmssa"
8AM-5:30PM

JOIN OUR ARTY | CRAFTY | SPORTY | ADVENTURE | FUN
HOLIDAY CLUBS THIS CHRISTMAS AT
ARCHBISHOP HOLGATE'S SECONDARY SCHOOL, YORK!!
TOTAL ENERGY PROGRAMME RUNNING - 50+ ACTIVITIES
WITH 2 CHOICES EVERY HOUR, IN SPLIT AGE GROUPS!!

TOTAL FOOTBALL PROGRAMME RUNNING - JOIN OUR FA
QUALIFIED COACHES ON BOTH DAYS FOR FOOTBALL FUN!!

SWIMMING RUNNING AS PART OF THE
ENERGY PROGRAMME ON BOTH DAYS!!

CHRISTMAS THEMED ACTIVITIES - SANTA VISIT,
SNOWBALL FIGHT, SNOWMAN DODGEBALL & CRAFTS!!

DOK NOW, PLACES GO FAST AT ALY
WWW.TOTALSPORTSLIMITED.CO.UK

We're crowdfunding to transform the worn
courts at Ethel Ward playing fields into a
safe, inclusive, multi-sports hub for
netball, junior football and more!

Haxby Netball Club, Haxby Town JFC,
Haxby Town FC & Haxby Runners are
teaming up to create a vibrant space
that champions health, connection and
community pride - RIGHT HERE IN OUR
VILLAGE!

Enhancing the courts into an inclusive community space
Future-proofing our community sports facilities
More opportunities for women & young players

BE PART OF THE CHANGE!

Scan the QR code to donate or pledge today!
Every contribution helps us build something
amazing for Haxby and Wigginton!




