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Thank You 
 

We were delighted to see an exciting development take place on Tuesday lunchtime, 
as the concrete base was put in place for the new shed at the back of the school. The 
children were absolutely fascinated as they watched the concrete arrive in a mixer 
truck, which transports mixed concrete to construction sites using a large rotating 
drum. They then observed the concrete being carefully transferred into a mini   
dumper truck. There was lots of excitement and curiosity as the work progressed and 

it was a real talking point throughout the afternoon. A huge thank you to our amazing PTA for generously 
funding this project and helping to make it possible. 
 

School Uniform 
 

Please read the following reminders regarding the styling of hair and the wearing of jewellery. Thank you 
for supporting us with this from home. The full School Uniform Policy can be found by clicking here. 
• For safety reasons, long hair must be tied back at all times during PE lessons.  

• We allow pupils to style their hair in a way which is appropriate for school.  

• Watches should not be smart watches and not linked to mobile phones.  

• Rings, necklaces, bracelets and earrings are a hazard in school.  

• Jewellery may be worn if required for medical reasons, e.g. a medical bracelet. In 
these circumstances parents/carers must apply in writing to the Headteacher.  

• The wearing of earrings is discouraged in school. If parents opt for their child to wear earrings, they 
must be small plain gold/silver studs only; hoops and large or dangly earrings are not permitted. Only 
one pair of small studs is allowed to be worn in school.  

• If a child has had their ears pierced and they are still within the 6 weeks healing period where they    
cannot take them out, they will need to be taped up for PE until the 6-week period is over. This is on the 
understanding that parents take responsibility for sending their child with earrings in, should their child 
have an injury as a result of having earrings in.  

 

York Residents’ Festival 
 

If you are not already aware, the annual York Residents’ Festival returns next weekend 

(Saturday 31st January and Sunday 1st February), with some offers continuing all week. 

This is an opportunity for York residents to visit many of our wonderful local attractions, 

for free! To get involved, please present a valid York Card, student card or identity card 

that proves York residency. If presenting an identity card, this must clearly state 

'York' (e.g. driving licence or older person's bus pass).                                                            

For a full list of offers and further information about how to access the events, offers and deals, visit 

https://visityork.org/events/york-residents-festival 

I hope you have a lovely weekend. 

Best wishes 
Helen Stephenson 

Acting Headteacher’s Message 

http://yourwebsite.com
https://www.ralphbutterfieldprimary.co.uk/assets/Policies/School-Uniform-Policy.pdf


 
 
 

 

We are pleased to let you know that the school has now moved over to a new Management 

Information System (MIS) called Arbor. 

Parents and carers should have received their Arbor login details via email, sent to the email address currently held on file 

by the school. We would like to thank you for your patience and understanding while we transition to this new system and 

take time to familiarise ourselves with its features. 

We are aware that, for some parents and carers, Arbor emails are still being directed to junk or spam folders, even after 

following the instructions provided. Please be assured that we are actively working with both Arbor and our IT support 

team to resolve this issue as quickly as possible. 

In the meantime, we encourage all parents and carers to log in and download the Arbor app if they are able to do so.     

Access to Arbor will be required in the near future to respond to school trips, events, and parents’ evenings. 
 

Thank you once again for your continued support and for bearing with us during this transition. 

Arbor - New System 

 

World Book Day Thursday 5th March 

World Book Day changes lives through a love of books and shared    

reading. 

Throughout the week, children will be taking part in a variety of reading 

and English activities. On the day, your child(ren), may choose to dress 

as their favourite character from a book, giving opportunity to utilise a 

costume they already have. 

Alternatively, they may choose to dress as a ‘word’ from a book e.g. blue: wearing all blue clothes, sporty:   

wearing their PE kit, freezing: wearing hat, scarves and gloves. This supports the use of items that you already 

have in a wardrobe. Please do not feel that there is any expectation for the purchase of a costume. 

Thank you for ensuring that your child/ren does still wear footwear suitable for a day in school e.g. no slippers 

please. 

World Book Day 

On Monday, in assembly we had the pleasure of Stef 

and Abbie from ‘Better Leisure Facilities’ to talk to the 

children about winter water safety. They spoke about the 

importance of staying away from water; especially at this 

time of year when it can be slippy or the water can be 

frozen. The children were made aware of what to do if 

they get into trouble and signs of danger to look out for.  

Mrs Atkinson – PE Leader 



 

 

As part of our ‘Amazing Animals’ theme, this week we have taken a trip to 

the jungle. The children have enjoyed many jungle themed stories and  

factual texts. They have also looked on a world map to find where the   

jungles are and talked about the features of a jungle. Linked to our jungle 

work, the children have painted jungle collages, written animal riddles and used their      cut-

ting skills to create parrots and monkey hanging decorations. What a busy week we’ve had! 

 In phonics this week, the new phonemes learnt have been ur (as in curl), ow (as in owl), oi 

(as in boil) and ear (as in hear). We have continued to learn the catchphrases for each new 

grapheme and these are also on your child’s homework sheet this week. More tricky words 

have been practised and also new words have been sounded out and 

read. New tricky words are, my, by, and all. We are very proud of how 

the children are making fantastic       progress with their phonics 

knowledge and reading. Thank you for your support with this at home. 

In maths the children have been investigating pairs, through a variety of different activities. 

They have made pairs with practical equipment, grouping the objects into twos 

and then counting how many pairs there are. Also, they have enjoyed playing 

pairs matching games, matching up pairs of socks, Noah’s Ark and Jungle Animal 

Pairs. The children then used their knowledge of making pairs to consolidate their 

understanding of odd and even numbers to 10, as the week went on. 

On Friday 13th February, we would like to invite you to our Chinese New 

Year themed stay and play (with the children) between 9 – 9.45am. This is 

an opportunity for the children to show you around their classrooms and 

enjoy sharing their favourite activities. In the morning, please drop your 

children off as usual so they can become settled into their usual routines. We will then ask 

you to sign in for safety purposes before joining your child in the classroom. We greatly ap-

preciate 1 adult for each child, to avoid our classrooms         becoming overcrowded. We 

look forward to seeing you.  

Reminders 

Next Thursday, Class 1 will be visiting Haxby library to return their books. Please remember to 

put the books and library card in their book bag. Thank you. 
 

Thank you for your continued support. 

Mrs Robinson, Mrs Daniel, Mrs Greenwood and the                                                      

Reception team  

 

Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) 

https://www.ralphbutterfieldprimary.co.uk/classes/reception-class-1-and-2/


 

It has been another exciting week in Key Stage 1.  This week, we continued 
with our work looking at toys as we enjoyed the story “The Old Toy Room.”  
In the story, Lottie is staying with her Granny and discovers a room full of 
toys.  When she plays with them, she has an adventure and works with them 
to fix the railway bridge so that they can travel to the show on the train  
together.  We loved this story and thought that it was very exciting.  After 
sequencing the events of the story, we were inspired to write about scenes 
from the book, focusing on word classes and conjunctions.  The children noticed that the toys in 
the story were old, traditional toys like the ones we have been learning about in history.  It was 
great to see how inspired they were by this topic. 
 

In history, we continued to look at how children’s lives today differ from those in the past as 
we continued to explore Victorian childhood.  Having already learned about how toys and play 
have changed, we learned about another important aspect of childhood: school.  We started 
with pictures of school artefacts, such as chalk boards, ink wells, computers and school uniform.  
We were excellent at sorting them into old and new and talking about our reasons for sorting 
them this way.  We then looked at photographs of Victorian schools 
and learned about how free, compulsory education was a Victorian   
development and how this improved the lives of children who would 
otherwise have gone to work.  Not that school was the friendly,      
welcoming place it is today! We were particularly fascinated by      
punishments such as the dunce hat and the dreaded cane.  The       
children were even able to spot objects from Victorian schools that 
are still in use today, such as the school bell. 
 

In science, we have continued to investigate materials and 
the objects that can be made from them.  This week, we 
got hands-on and explored the material samples again.  
This time, we were looking for ways to describe them.   
After identifying the material, we sorted them into     
categories to say whether they were soft, hard, rough, 
smooth, lumpy, see-through, shiny, etc.  We call these   

descriptions properties.  There were so many ways to describe them!  The children displayed 
excellent descriptive and sorting skills and did a great job of saying which properties matched 
their material. 
 

Well done Key Stage 1.  We are all so proud of your effort and attitude and how you continue to 
thrive. 

 

Well done Key Stage 1.  It has been an amazing week full of fun and learning.  We can’t wait to 
see what next week will bring. 

Mrs Atkinson, Miss Griffiths, Miss Tattersley & Mr Merrall 

Key Stage 1 (Years 1 & 2) 

https://www.ralphbutterfieldprimary.co.uk/classes/key-stage-1-class-3-4-and-5/


 

 

It has been another wonderful week in Lower Key Stage Two. 
 
In PSHE this term, the children’s learning has been centred around ‘Media   
Literacy’; helping children navigate the digital world and how to be thoughtful, 
responsible users of the internet. Within PSHE lessons, the children have    
explored what a digital footprint is and how things we share online, even when 
deleted, can last a long time and how the things we share can shape how others 
see us. In small groups, the children also explored the age restrictions of   
popular social media platforms. They learnt these restrictions are there for 
their own safety by ensuring they are only viewing appropriate content. 
Through discussion, the children are developing a clearer understanding of how 

to use technology in a safe way and how to make informed choices to protect themselves in 
the online world. 
 
In geography, the children continued their ‘Rivers Deep, Mountains 
High’ topic where the children have been developing their atlas skills to 
locate famous mountain ranges on different continents across the 
world. This week, the children learnt about the key physical features of 
a mountain such as ridge, snow line and plateau. Once the children were 
introduced to the new vocabulary linked to mountain features, they had 
a go at matching the features to their definitions. After completing the matching activity, 
the children labelled an image of a mountain with its physical features. 
 
In English, the children have completed their learning about explanation texts and have      

applied their learning by writing their own based on ‘The Water      
Cycle’. The children focused on using clear layout features, including 
an effective title and informative subheadings, to organise their  
writing for the reader and also worked hard to include key writing 
features such as subordinating conjunctions and fronted adverbials. 
By using these features, the children have written informative,     
well-structured texts that have portrayed their scientific knowledge 

of the water cycle well.  
 
We hope that you have a lovely, relaxing weekend. 
 

                        Mr Daniel, Miss Clapham, Miss Hodgson and Mr Merrall 

Lower Key Stage 2 (Years 3 & 4) 

https://www.ralphbutterfieldprimary.co.uk/classes/key-stage-1-class-3-4-and-5/


 

 
 

In English, we have been writing an independent explanation text about 
the pollination and fertilisation process. Children recalled their prior 
learning in science. Our particular focus was to make sure that we wrote a 
cohesive piece of writing with a range of varying sentence openers,     
punctuation, higher-level scientific vocabulary and Year 5/6 common      
exception words. 

 
As part of our unit learning about light in science, we looked at the    
structure of the eye and learnt how all the components work together    
enabling us to see. We used mirrors to show how the size of our pupil 
changed in diameter depending on the amount of light entering. We learnt 
that when light hits the retina (a light-sensitive layer of tissue at the back 
of the eye), special cells called photoreceptors turn the light into        
electrical signals. These electrical signals travel from the retina through 
the optic nerve to the brain. The brain then turns the signals into the        
images we see.  

 

In French, we have been learning about how to give directions: turn left, 
turn right and go straight on. We are starting to learn how to give            
directions to a friend to move from one area within the school to another. 
We will eventually be able to give directions from a specific starting point in 
Haxby to school explaining which buildings we have passed on route.  
 
 
Please contact us or speak to us directly if you have any questions or concerns. 
 

Mrs Aspery, Mr Bennett and Mr Tod  

Upper Key Stage 2 (Years 5 & 6) 

https://www.ralphbutterfieldprimary.co.uk/classes/upper-key-stage-2/









